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I NT. NEW ALTERNATI VES CH LDREN S HOVE -- EARLY MORNI NG
SAMWY' S ROCOM

A 12-year ol d boy naned SAMW |ies upside-down on his bed,
hangi ng hal f-way off the edge. He reaches under the bed and
pul s out an ukulele. He positions his fingers and struns a
singl e chord.

CUT TO
Static shots of the various roons of Short Term 12:
PADDED ROOM - bobbi ng punchi ng bag
MARK' S BEDROOM - Mark sits on the edge of his bed in pajam

pants and a white tank-top, listening to a beat through big
head phones, staring at the floor.

HALLWAY - enpty

JAYDEN S BEDROOM - Jayden |ies awake in bed, draw ng on her
armw th a black sharpie.

LOUNGE - three overnight workers try to stay awake.
EXTERI OR SHOT OF THE BUI LDI NG

TI TLE CARD

EXT. NEW ALTERNATI VES CH LDREN S HOMVE -- EARLY MORNI NG

DENIM a 30-year old with bed head, sits on the sidewal k at
the front gate of a child-care facility, snoking a cigarette.
He is carefully stacking pebbles into a mniature pyram d.

FEMALE VA CE
Deni m

He | ooks up to see NATALIA LOPEZ a pretty latina in her
20s, holding a cup of coffee.

DENI M
Hey.

He goes back to his pebbles, trying to play off his
nervousness.

NATALI A
| called you three tines l[ast night.

Deni m concentrates on his next pebble.
DENI M

Ch sorry. | went to the store to get
a toothbrush and forgot ny phone.



NATALI A
I was with you when you bought one
| ast week.

DENI M

The bristles on that one were way
too hard. It hurt nmy guns.

She | ooks for a connection. He stacks another pebble.

NATALI A
(meaning: 'to us')
What are you doi ng?

DENI M
Seeing how high I can go.

She nmpves cl oser.

NATALI A
Wien are we going to tal k?

He tries to put one |last rock on top.

DENI M
| don't know.

SMASH  She kicks away his pile. Denimlooks up, then quickly
away .

DENI M ( CONT' D)
That's not very nice.

NATALI A
VWhen?

He tries to |l ook at her.

DENI M
W' re gonna be | ate.

She | ooks for sonething in his face, but doesn't find it.

NATALI A
| brought you coffee.

She tosses the cup onto the ground behind her, then wal ks
t hrough the door.

Deni m t akes anot her drag.
I NT. OFFICE -- MORN NG
Denimjots down his "in time" on a clip-board and puts it

back on the shelf. He grabs a red binder and a banana from
a basket .



I NT. LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS'

He opens a door to find the overnighters, two guys and one
girl, waiting with red-eyes to be relieved of their shift.

DENI M
Hey Chris, what's the report?

The OVERNI GHTER hands Deni m a sheet of paper. He takes it
and | ooks it over.

OVERNI GHTER
They were quiet all night.

DENI M
That's good, you guys can go.

OVERNI GHTER
Thanks nan.

The three head for the door.

Deni m hands the report to Natalia who files it into the binder
in her |ap.

Denimturns to the rest of his team CHELSEA, md-20s with
ki nd-eyes and a knitted cap, and SCOIT, the nervous new Kid,
early twenti es.

DENI M
How s it goi ng Chel sea?

CHELSEA
Tired.

Deni m hands the red binder to Scott and takes a bite of his
banana.

DENI M
Scott, welcone. This will tell you
everything you need to know about
t he background of the kids. They
like to test you on your first day
to see what you'll let them get away
with, so just say no to everything.
You have to be the asshol e before
you can be their friend.

SCOTT
Ch. ay.

Deni m wat ches Natalia, who doesn't | ook up from her paperworKk.
He takes another bite and turns to the row of doors lining
t he hal | way.



DENI M
Good norning Short Term 12! Ten
mnutes to line up for breakfast!
W have waffles today!

Chel sea whi spers to Scott..

CHEL SEA
The waffles are pretty good here.

Denimturns to Natali a.

DENI M
Nat al i a, do we have sonething for
Jayden?
She doesn't | ook up.
NATALI A
I made her a cupcake. It's in the

fridge.
Deni m shouts back down the hall

DENI M
Cone get your neds!

He wal ks into the office as a few of the kids trickle out
t heir bedroom doors.

I NT. MED ROOM -- MORNI NG

SAMWY, a tiny kid, even for a 14-year-old, steps up to the
med roomw th sleepy eyes and a big shirt.

DENI M
Good norning Samy.

Denimturns his back to retrieve Samy's pre-|abel ed neds
fromthe shelf.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
I think that shirt's alittle
i nappropriate, you shoul d probably
go change it.

SAMWY

Fuck that, it's a present fromny
nom

Deni m hands himhis pills and a small cup of water.

DENI M
Your nmom bought you that?



He | ooks at the shirt again as Sanmy downs the pills. It
has an illustration of a giant gorilla with very |arge
genitalia. The caption reads: "King Dong."

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Okay Sammy, |'mgoing to choose to
bel i eve you this tine.

He pulls off a strip of nmedical tape and sticks it to his
shirt, covering the nudity.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Go get ready.

JAYDEN, a 15-year old girl with black hair and thick eye-
liner, is next in line.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Hey Jayden, how d you sl eep?

Jayden shrugs. He hands her neds and water. She downs them
i ke she's done it a thousand tines.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
And there's this too.

Deni m hands her the cupcake, red frosting with a strawberry
on top.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Natalia made it. Happy Birthday.

She takes it and barely sm|es.

JAYDEN
Thanks. | |ike strawberri es.

DENI M
Heard your dad's comi ng this afternoon
for a visit.

JAYDEN
Yup.

DENI M
You excited?

She shrugs.

JAYDEN
| don't really care.

Jayden turns and begins to wal k away.
DENI M

Hey make sure you say thanks to
Natalia. She did all the work.



I NT. LOUNGE -- MORN NG

Fourteen teens, 7 girls & 7 boys, stand in a sloppy |ine,
still dressed in msmatched pajanas. They are an eclectic
mx of ethnicity, alittle of everything from around the
city. Mst of themdistract thenselves with N ntendo DS
ganes and | pod Nanos.

Nat al i a and Chel sea stand by the girls.

CHELSEA
How s everything wi th Deninf®

NATALI A
Don't even ask

Deni m wal ks out of the med room and neets the cold gaze of
Nat al i a and Chel sea.

DENI M
You wanna take them or do room checks?

Natal i a doesn't give himthe tinme of day.

NATALI A
(to the kids)
Let's go.

She wal ks out the door and the kids follow behind. Denim
stares at the back of her head as she | eaves.

Scott stays behind, hesitating.

SCOTT
Should | stay or go?

DENI M
Go.

I NT. SAMW'S ROOM -- MORNI NG

Denimpul I s | atex gl oves over his fingers.

He slides his hand across the top of the door, searches the
curtains, pulls open a drawer and | ooks under the cl othes.
He finds the lingerie section of a catalogue and crunples it
up Wi thout hesitation

He wal ks to the next room

I NT. MARK'S ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

He pulls all the covers off the bed and runs his fingers

through them tilts up a mattress and | ooks underneat h,
squeezes a pillow



Done with his search, he spreads the covers out back on the
bed. As he tucks in one corner, he hears a subtle CRI NKLE
beneath him He stops noving, then shifts his weight:

CRI NKLE

He hops off the bed and follows the sound, pushing down wth
his hand, CRINKLE. Then he finds, on the side of the
mattress, a small hole.

He pushes his finger in and after a nonent of searching,
feels something CRINKLE. He gets in closer and works to
pul | out a small plastic bag. He opens it up. It's full of
pot and a coupl e broken joints.

He shakes hi s head.
EXT. RECREATI ON AREA -- AFTERNOON

The kids are spread out on the court. The pitcher tosses
the wiffle ball. WHACK!I A girl hits it hard and rounds the
bases.

Natal ia and Scott watch fromthe sidelines. Jayden sits
agai nst the fence in the far corner. Denimis off on the
side with a cup in his hand, gathering rocks fromthe ground.

Two girls run up to Scott with a junp rope in hand.

JUMPER G RL
Hey m ster, can you spin one side
for us?

Scott wants to say yes, but renmenbers what he's told.

SCOTT
Uh, no?

The girls turn away, defeated.

SCOTT ( CONT' D)
|"msorry.

Denim sets the cup on the ground a few feet away from Jayden
Then he sits down next to her at an appropriate distance.

He | ays down a piles of small stones for her. Then tries to
toss one of his own into the cup. She watches himm ss,

then try again. He just keeps playing, wthout acknow edgi ng
her, until she finally decides to try one of her own.

Natalia is lost in the scene. She let's out a subtle smle.

MARK
FUCK!

Natalia looks in time to see Mark hit the plastic bat against
t he ground.



MARK ( CONT' D)
How the fuck am | supposed to hit
that shit, Mni M?

Sanmy | ooks back fromthe pitcher's plate, cool and
unaf f ect ed.

SAMWY
Why' d you swing then dunb ass?

Sanmy picks up another ball. Denimsees the conmotion and
heads over.

DENI M
Hey!

Nat al i a wal ks to neet them

MARK
You throw like a little faggy m dget!

Sanmy tosses the ball up and catches it, taunting Mark with
qui et nonchal ance.

SAMMY
At |east ny dad don't sell drugs to
little boys so he can fuck emin the
ass.

The comment flips a switch inside of Mrk.

MARK
What ' d you say bitch?

Bl ood punps through the veins in Mark's eyes. He throws the
pl astic bat at Sammy's feet. Sammy dodges it with ease.

DENI M
Hey! Both of you take a tinme out!

Deni m stands between them Mark doesn't take his eyes off
his prey.

MARK
Say it again Tiny Fuck.

Mar k paces back and forth in front of Denim | ooking right
t hrough hi m

DENI M
Scott get Sammy out of here!

Scott nervously guides Sammy to the opposing fence.

MARK
That's right, |eave you fucking bitch



DENI M
Mark! To the bench now

Mark slowy turns and heads toward the bench, peering over
hi s shoul der as he goes.

CUT TGO
EXT. SAME
The gane is in session

Denimsits on the bench next to Mark. They sit in silence
for a nmonent.

DENI M
Mark, what the hell is going on with
you | ately?

Mar k doesn't | ook up.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
You're not going to talk to ne?

No answer.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
I found your stash.

Deni mwaits, but Mark shows no concern.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
That was a pretty good hiding place
in the side of the mattress |ike
t hat .

Mark gets uneasy, but doesn't budge.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
You bring that shit in here again
and |'ll send your ass straight to
juvi.

MARK
Go ahead, you think | give a fuck?

DENI M
Mark, what are you doing? You're
gonna turn 18 in |less than a week,
then you're free, man. You can do
what ever you want, go to coll ege,
work on your nusic, try to record
sone stuff, | don't know, get hooked
up with a label or sonmething. Just
don't do anything stupid and next
week you'll be living your life.
kay?



10.
Mark | ooks up at himfor the first tine.

MARK
You don't know shit, Denim

They stare at each other for a nonment, then Mark | ooks back
to his feet.

Deni m | ooks across the yard to see Scott junping rope between
the two girls.

I NT. LOUNGE -- DAY

Chel sea sits by the door with a pair of scissors, cutting a
yel | ow pi ece of cardboard into letters to make an
inspirational sign. Denimwalks back in first.

CHEL SEA
What do you think?

Deni m sees the sign, a cheesy happy face with the phrase
"Keep Smlin'!"

DENI M

Mark and Sammy are on restriction.
CHEL SEA

Mark again? Wat's going on with

hi nf?

Chel sea sets down her scissors and stands to wite it on the
whi t e board.

DENI M
He doesn't want to | eave.

Natalia enters, |eading the kids. Deni mexchanges quick and
nervous gl ance with her.

NATALI A
Everyone needs to shower and do their
chores before free tine!

Mark watches Sammy with a death stare all the way to his
room Denimsees him

DENI M
Mar k.

Mar k turns around.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
I wanna hear those new lyrics.

Mar k t hi nks about it.



11.
I NT. MARK'S ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

Denimsits on the bed with Mark, with a pair of mni congos
in his lap. He taps them trying to find the right beat.
Mar k bounces to it.

DENI M
Li ke that?

MARK
Yeah.

Mark | ooks down at a piece of paper, spouting the lyrics to
his |atest rap.

MARK ( CONT' D)
Fuck that Candyman, | won't do what
I"'mtold. Not froma punk dat gets
his cake fromthe |ast bag he sold.
So don't call me son, cause you ain't
ny fuckin' pa. | don't give a fuckin'
shit if you had sex with ny na. An
if you touch ne again, you bes be
ready fo dis shit, I ain't five no
nore, | gotsa a nine an a biscuit
an' whenever you choose it I'Il be
waitin' to use it. Cause it's your
fault asshole, I'mthe way that |
am And it's your fault asshole
that ['"'monly five ten. And it's
your fault asshole that |I'mstuck in
here, one day I'll run away and show
up at Cheers and have a round with
all the clowns that know nmy name and
sing...da, dadadada, da da.

Mark | ooks up to Denim who nods in approval.

DENI M
That's really good. | like that
Cheers part.

MARK

Yeah that's tight huh?

DENI M
Yeah, it's pretty tight.

Sanmmy wal ks by the door and yells in tauntingly.

SAMWY
(hi gh-pitched voice)
Dadadadadal!
DENI M

Sammy! Back to your room



Mark tightens his fist.
MARK

["mgonna kill that little fuck.

DENI M

Don't pay attention to him Mark.

You're better than that.
Mar k keeps staring.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Mar k.

Deni m makes him |l ook at him

DENI M ( CONT' D)
You got it?

Mar k | ooks away.
I NT. LOUNGE -- AFTERNOON

Deni m wal ks out of the hallway and stops.

12.

He notices Natalia

on the other side of the room braiding one of the girls'

hair. The GRL is telling her a story.

Nat al i a | aughs,

t hen notices Deni mlooking at her. She quickly turns away

and shuns him
Deni m | eaves, di sappoi nt ed.

I NT. OFFICE -- AFTERNOON

Denimwal ks into the office and finds Scott

t he bi nder.

DENI M
Pretty messed up huh?

| ooki ng t hrough

Scott | ooks up, obviously affected by what he's reading.

SCOTT
Yeah. Um does this nean? Um

Deni m | ooks.

DENI M

Samy? Yup. Wien he was 10, his
nmom wal ked into his room and caught
hi m having sex with his little sister.

SCOTT
Ch ny god.



13.

DENI M
She pressed charges and tried to get
himthrown in jail, but the court

sent him here.

SCOTT
Littl e Sanmy?

Deni m nods.

SCOTT (CONT' D)
That's horri bl e.

DENI M
Yeah, but his nom had been doing the
exact same shit to himhis whole
[ife. He's just too enbarrassed to
say anyt hi ng.

SCOTT

| can't even...it doesn't seemreal
DENI M

You' |l get used to it.

Deni m gets serious.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Al ways use a condom Scott.

Scott | ooks up.

SCOTT
Un Ckay.

DENI M
There's al ready enough fucked up
kids in this world.

SCOTT
k. | have sone.

I NT. BATHROOM - - AFTERNOON

Deni m pul I s a vacuum cl eaner into the rest room and | ocks
the door. He plugs it in, takes off his shirt and hangs it
on the door knob. Then he sits down on the toilet with his
pants still on. He pulls out the small plastic bag fromhis
pocket and | ooks at the joint he found in Mark's room

FLICKI FLICKI He lights up and takes a good hit. He holds
it...then turns on the vacuum cl eaner and bl ows t he snpke
into the sucking pipe.

VO CES YELLING  Through the walls, he hears one of the kids
cussing and scream ng. A door SLAMS!



14.
He throws his shirt back on and trots out of the room
| NT. LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Deni m heads toward the commotion. Natalia neets himat the
end of the hall.

DENI M
What ' s goi ng on?

NATALI A
It's Jayden. She found out her dad's
not com ng.

Deni m shakes his head and yells across the roomto Chel sea.
DENI M
Chel sea! Can you call Long Term and
have them send sone staff down here!

CHEL SEA
Sur e.

Chel sea gets on the phone.
I NT. HALL -- CONTI NUQUS

Deni mtakes on the door, turning the knob and pushing slowy.

DENI M
Jayden, you know you can't have this
cl osed.

JAYDEN
Fuck you.

He i nches open the door enough to talk to her.

DENI M
I"mreally sorry about your dad,
Jade. Maybe he had car trouble or
sonet hi ng.

SCOTIT

(quietly)
Way can't she close her door?

NATALI A

(quietly)
She's a cutter.

JAYDEN
| can hear you bitch. Maybe |'1|
cut nyself right now and you'll al
| ose your fucking jobs.
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DENI M
Cone on Jade..

JAYDEN
Don't call ne fucking Jade, assdick

She sl ans the door shut again.

DENI M
I"msorry, Jayden. Just |eave the
door open and we won't bother you.

She doesn't respond. Denimpulls on the door to see if she's
et go. She hasn't.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Okay. If you aren't going to |et
go, we're going to have to force it
open.

Denimnotions for Scott and Natalia to start pulling. They
all slowy force the door open, inches at a tine.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Damm Jayden, you're pretty strong.

VWHOOSH!  The door flies open. Denimfalls in, only to be
greeted by Jayden's fist in full swng.

BANG

Red splatters across Deninmis face. He takes the first one
head on, splitting open his nose. He back peddles, Jayden
goes after himthrow ng bl ow after blow to his face and head.

JAYDEN
AAAHHH! !
Denimfinally noves to the side for a noment |ong enough to
grab her armand pull in close to her body.
DENI M
G ab her arm

Scott, scared out of his mnd, struggles to grab the other
arm They quickly back up to the wall and slide thensel ves
and the fighting girl to the floor. They each pin her |egs
down with their owm until she is virtually inmmobile, except
for her vocal chords.

JAYDEN
AAAAAAAHI I You' re fucking squi shing
nme fat ass!

He repositions hinself.



DENI M
Sorry, how s that?

JAYDEN
Fuck you Deniml Let go of nme! [I'm
going to fucking kill you when you're
not looking. I'Il kill all of you..
DENI M
Just cal m down Jayden
JAYDEN
Let nme go, or I'll stab a fucking

pen in your eye!
Jayden kicks violently.

DENI M
Can you get her feet Natalia?

Natal i a squats and hel ps hold down her | egs.

JAYDEN
What's wrong Denin? Fucker! Can't
hold ny feet yourself you weak ass
fuck! You need the bitch to do it
for you! Denim What kind of fucking
name is that? Denimi WAS your nom
a fucking retard or sonethi ng?!

DENI M
No, she was just a hippie. Hold her
good Scott.
Scott grips down harder

JAYDEN
Yeah hold nme good Scott.

Jayden spits hard on Scott's face. Scott flinches.

SCOTT
Oh...that's gross.

DENI M
(calmy)

Jayden. Stop that.
Deni m | ooks to Natalia.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
I's nmy nose bl eedi ng?

NATALI A
Alittle.

Jayden catches her breath and begins to cry.
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DENI M
It's going to be okay Jayden.

JAYDEN
| hate you Deni m

DENI M
No you don't, just let it pass. How
you doi ng Scott?

SCOTT
[t's dripping down ny neck.

Denimlicks a piece of cake fromhis face.

DENI M
Thi s cupcake is pretty good.

Natalia barely smles.
DENI M ( CONT' D)
Doi ng good Jayden. Deep breaths
Jayden.
Jayden snaps.

JAYDEN
St op saying ny fucking nane!!

She goes crazy, flailing and squirmng and ki cking. She
whi ps one leg free, wnds up, and kicks Natalia right in the
st omach.

Natalia falls back in pain. She and Deni mstare at each
other for a nmonment. Jayden realizes she may have went too
far.

Denim s face goes red. He squeezes down hard on Jayden's
arm

CUT TGO
EXT. PADDED ROOM -- LATER
Deni m and Scott throw Jayden into a padded room

DENI M
Wat ch her.

Scott nods and | ooks in at Jayden, who kicks the punching
bag hard.

I NT. HALL -- CONTI NUQUS

Deni m runs down the hall



18.
I NT. LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Deni mruns through the | ounge where the rest of the kids are
pl ayi ng ganes and watching TV. He is determ ned and serious.

DENI M
Where's Natalia?

CHELSEA
In the bathroom | think.

He stream i nes down the hall, through a door, and stops at
t he bat hroom

EXT. BATHROOM -- CONTI NUCUS
KNOCK!  KNOCK!  KNOCK!

DENI M
Nat al i a!

KNOCK!  KNOCK

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Natalia!l What's going on?! Natali a!

FLUSH  Denim hears the toilet draining. He panics.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
What are you doi ng?! Open this door!
Pl ease Natali a!
(trying to calm
Pl ease open this door.

The door opens, and Deni m sees her standing, apparently fine.

NATALI A
VWhat ?

He peeks in and | ooks at the toilet, confused and out of
br eat h.

DENI M
What are you doi ng?

NATALI A
| had to pee.

DENI M

Are you okay?

NATALI A
Why do you care?

Denim stares at her, frightened and concerned. She sees his
sincerity.
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NATALI A ( CONT' D)
She kicked ne in the ribs. |'mfine.

DENI M
But, but how do you know?

NATALI A
Because |I'm fi ne.

DENI M
Sonet hi ng coul d be danaged or
sonething and what if you can't tell.
Just because you don't feel it doesn't
mean your insides aren't Dbleeding.
"Il just take you to the hospital
and we can nake sure.

NATALI A
Denim It wasn't that hard. |'m
fine.
(pause)
I need to go check on the girls.

Deni m wat ches her | eave the room

CUT TO
| NT. BATHROOM -- MOMENTS LATER
Denimsits on the toilet, sobbing uncontrollably like a child.
| NT. PADDED ROOM -- LATER
A close-up of a tiny pyram d nade of paper balls.
Denimsits on the floor with toilet paper in his nose and an
extra wad in his lap. Jayden sits a few feet away with her

head in her arms. A soccer ball sits between them They
both | ook enotionally drained and physically exhaust ed.

Denimtears off a piece of toilet paper, rolls it in a ball
and carefully adds it to the pile. He stares at it for a
nmonment, then cocks his finger and flicks it away, sending
little white balls scattering across the floor.

He sits up to see an inflatable punching bag, shaped like a
smling beagle, bobbing a few feet in front of them

He |l ets the back of his head hit the wall and groans.

DENI M
I"'mthirty-three, and |'ve been crying
in the bathroomfor the |ast half
hour .

Jayden doesn't respond for a nmoment, trying to decide if
he's tal king to her.



JAYDEN
Wy ?

DENI M
I"mnot really sure.

He stares at the opposite wall, searching for an answer.

DENI M ( CONT' D)

For sone reason | keep thinking about
the tinme he pushed nmy head into the
toilet and slamed the seat down on
ny neck. | think | was 8. | can't
remenber why he did that.

(trying to renenber)
What did | do? | think I mght have
left one of his tools in the yard or
sonet hi ng.

He t hinks about it for a nonment, then | ooks to the fl oor.

DENI M ( CONT' D)

| asked nom why he was al ways so
mad. She said it was because of the
way his dad treated him Like it
wasn't even his fault, or he didn't
have a choi ce.

(pause)
And now |'m going to have ny own kid
to fuck up...so. Maybe that's why.

Denimthrows the soccer ball at the bl owup dog. It slans
to the floor and gently floats back up with a smle.

JAYDEN
What are you tal king about?

DENI M
Oh. Natalia's pregnant.

JAYDEN
VWhat ?

Jayden | ooks at him Deni m nods.

JAYDEN ( CONT' D)
Shi t !

DENI M
Don't worry. You didn't do anyt hing.
She said she's fine.

Jayden puts her head in her arnmns.
DENI M ( CONT' D)

Real |y, you kicked her ribs, but
she's okay.

20.
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She doesn't | ook up.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
| shouldn't have lost it with you.

JAYDEN
I"msorry | said that about your
nmom | really like your nane.
DENI M
Yeah, | know...it's a cool nane.
Si | ence.
JAYDEN
You' || be an okay dad.

Denimtakes it in, and lets out a big breath.

JAYDEN ( CONT' D)
You snell |ike pot.

Deni msnel |l s hi nsel f.

DENI M
Yes | do.

I NT. HALL -- MOMENTS LATER

Deni mexits the padded room and stands for a nonent. He
turns and nakes his way down the hall.

As he passes Sammy's room he notices Mark sitting on the
fl oor just inside.

DENI M
Mar k, what are you doing in Samy's
roonf

Mar k doesn't respond, but just stares blankly at nothing.
And then Denimsees the scissors in his hand, and the bl ood
covering his fingers.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
What ?!

He snatches away the scissors and | ooks at himfor an answer.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Mark what did you do?

Mark stares off, holding in the tears.

Denimreacts, nmoving quickly into the room And then he
sees Sammy, |lying face down on the bed, not noving.
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DENI M ( CONT' D)
Sammy!

Denimruns up to him

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Samy!

Sanmy turns over and | ooks at him He takes out one of his
ear phones.

SAMWY
VWhat ?

Deni m puts the pieces together and | ooks back to Mark, who
is now lying on the floor in a pool of blood. He rushes to
hi m

DENI M
Natalia! Anybody! Call the nedics!

Deni m kneel s next to Mark and pulls up his jacket sleeve.
Hs left armis covered in blood and riddled with puncture
hol es and torn flesh.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
Shit! | need first aid nowi! Hurry!
Mar k, conme on buddy, | ook at me.
Open your eyes.

Deni m pani cs.

DENI M ( CONT' D)
What's taking so | ong?!!

CUT TO BLACK
I NT. NEW ALTERNATI VES CHI LDREN S HOMVE -- EVEN NG

Static shots of the various roons of the facility. Padded
room with a deflated punching bag. Enpty |ounge area. Mark's
enpty room Scott in an enpty hallway, nmopping up the blood,
contenpl ating the events of the day.

INT. LOUNGE -- N GHT

Denimand Natalia sit side by side on the couch. Denims
shirt is stained red. He stares at the floor, squeezing his
tenples. Natalia rubs his back and pulls himclose to her.

He rests his head on her shoul der, |ooking down to her wonb.
He stares for a nmonment, then slowy noves his hand to cover
her stomach.

FADE TO BLACK.
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