
The March on Washington, 50 Years Later
[U.S. History/Econ/Government Lesson Plan]  

By Edward Cotsen and Theresa Quindlen    

Edward Cotsen and Theresa Quindlen are social studies teachers at Burton High School in San 
Francisco. They wrote this educator guide as part of a spring 2014 KQED News Education 
working group.  

Based on this Lowdown 
post: “Have the March on 
Washington’s Demands 
Been Met?”  

Content Objective   
 
Students understand and 
explore the demands laid 
out at the March on 
Washington and 
determine if those 
demands were met during 
the Civil Rights Movement 
and how they measure up 
today. 
 
Language Objective   
 
Use evidence to support a thesis after using text and charts to respond to questions in a 
graphic organizer. 
 
Relevance and Rationale 

Students will determine if the demands made during the March on Washington have been 
realized. 

Common Core Reading/Writing Standards 
 
RH1. Students will cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of 
the text as a whole.  
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Activity (for 50 minute class period) 
 
1) Warm Up – Ask students: “Tell me at least 3 things that you know about Dr. Martin 
Luther King?” Students will share answers. (5 min) 

2) Students will read/pair-share March on Washington background: paragraph #1 & #2 
and enter answer on GO (10 min) 

3) Students will read/pair-share March on 
Washington demands: #3, #5, #8 and #10 and 
enter answer on GO (10 min) 

4) Students will read/pair-share March on 
Washington evidence:  

 A. Lines starting “Today, 50 years hence...”  

 B. Lines starting “Even as a increasing 
number...”  

 C. Graph ‘high school education’ 

 D. Graph ‘household income’ (15 min) 

5) Students will individually answer the central 
question (10 min) 
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