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EXT. NEW YORK CITY - EVENING1 1

The mythically dirty and decayed, yet beautiful, New York 
City skyline. 

Titles. We float into an apartment window -- 

INT. LIVING ROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - EVENING2 2

We float past MOE (late 30s), oafish, sitting on his Lazy 
Boy, watching TV. 

ON TV
“Say that’s slick. Tell us how you 
did it, Bob... Not at the moment, 
thanks... (indecipherable)”

JOSEPHINE (30), mousy and tired with thick glasses, enters 
struggling with two heavy grocery bags of beer. We follow her 
into the --

INT. KITCHEN - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - EVENING2A 2A

As she unloads the beer, we float into a crack in the wall -- 

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - EVENING3 3

ROACH, a beleaguered cockroach, enters his small, grimy 
apartment, effortlessly carrying several grocery bags in his 
many arms. 

REFRIGERATOR POV of Roach putting away his food -- disgusting 
hair-covered crumbs. 

Roach stands over his stove, trying to turn on a burner. We 
hear the “click click click” of the pilot light failing to 
turn on. He tries again: CLICK CLICK CLICK. 

INT. LIVING ROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT5 5

Josephine picks up a large old leather case. She carries it 
past Moe, who is watching TV. Moe shoots her a dirty look and 
turns up the volume. 

ON TV
(song)

...are so very very dashing... 
tikki ti tikki ta... you fill my 
heart with passion...



INT. KITCHEN - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT7 7

The old leather case sits open on the kitchen table. 
Josephine plays her accordion beautifully. 

As she comes to a pause in the music, she hears a violin, 
sounding very far away. It fades away. Josephine plays 
further, again hearing the violin. She plays a short phrase, 
and the violin echoes her. She climbs up on the kitchen 
counter, and puts her ear to the wall. LATERAL DOLLY to 
reveal: 

IN SPLIT SCREEN STYLE:

Josephine plays her accordion as

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WALL

Both lost in the music, they play together in perfect 
harmony. Josephine is on the second to last chord when --

She looks up with a start. Moe is standing right next to her.

END SPLIT SCREEN STYLE.

She freezes. He glowers at her and opens a beer bottle on her 
accordion. He takes a swig and leaves. 

Josephine squeezes the accordion, and the instrument emits a 
sickly groan. 

Roach pops his head out of his hole and watches her as she 
inspects her instrument. He pops back into his hole. 

ON TV
(indecipherable)

You’re drowning my turtle... don’t 
leave him in the tub again... wow 
that’s a lot of water... you only 
need this much... (indecipherable)

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - EVENING8 8

Roach glumly puts down his violin on the heart shaped box. 

FADE TO BLACK

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT9 9

Moe’s disgusting maw opens to emit a steady low-pitched 
SNORE. Josephine lies next to him, depressed and unable to 
sleep.
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INT. BEDROOM - ROACH’S APARTMENT - NIGHT10 10

Roach lies in bed, depressed and unable to sleep.

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT11 11

Josephine cannot sleep.

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NIGHT12 12

Roach lies in bed. He notices the heart shape box in the dim 
light. 

INT. KITCHEN - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT13 13

We see glimpses of Roach, silhouetted by moonlight, carrying 
the box of chocolates on his trek:

-Over an apple, like a hill in a fruit bowl landscape.

-Into a pack of saltines, and out the other side, trailing 
crumbs.

-Passing behind a beer bottle, he turns into a distorted 
giant.

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT14 14

Roach crawls onto the night stand. He sets down the box of 
chocolates. 

He’s about to head back home when he glances over at 
Josephine, who looks beautiful as she sleeps in the 
moonlight. 

He crawls across her hand.

He crawls up her neck and chin and onto her face.

He closes his eyes as he feels her soft breathe blowing his 
antennae back and forth. Back and forth. 

ROACH’S FANTASY

- Human-sized Roach walks with Josephine on the beach at 
sunset.

- A romantic candlelit dinner in Athens. Roach and Josephine 
chow down on a revolting plate of hairy crumbs. 
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- Roach and Josephine stroll down a tree-lined street pushing 
their baby carriage -- which is filled with wiggling larvae. 

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - MORNING15 15

Josephine’s eyes open slowly as she awakens. POV of Roach, 
asleep under the covers, coming into focus. 

Josephine SCREAMS.

Roach wakes up with a start. He looks up to see Josephine 
screaming. He runs away. 

Josephine reaches for her glasses on the night stand and 
notices the tiny heart-shaped box. She opens the lid and 
finds miniscule chocolates inside. 

EXT. NEW YORK CITY - DAY19 19

New York City skyline. 

ON TV
The Wiz Bar is made from the famous 
Bite Kitchen. Cellophane wrapped 
for freshness... 

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - DAY20 20

Roach sits in his window, watching TV. 

ON TV: 

A science documentary. A SCIENTIST, wearing a lab coat in a 
clinical setting addresses the camera. A buxom ASSISTANT 
stands next to him, holding a water sprayer. He is standing 
over an drugged PATIENT in a chair. The Scientist puts on a 
pair of rubber gloves. 

SCIENTIST
The primary motor cortex, which 
runs along the anterior edge of the 
central sulcus, has several 
distinct zones, each of which 
corresponds to specific parts of 
the body. 

The scientist lifts a curtain of fabric from the patient’s 
head to reveal his EXPOSED BRAIN. The assistant periodically 
mists the exposed brain with water. 
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SCIENTIST (CONT’D)
Stimulation of the mid section of 
the cortex, for instance, will 
cause the involuntary contraction 
of the deltoid muscle. 

The Scientist sticks his finger into the patient’s brain, 
causing him to raise his right arm like a marionette. 

SCIENTIST (CONT’D)
Stimulation of the lower section of 
the cortex...

ON ROACH 

He has an idea. 

INT. KITCHEN - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - DAY21 21

Josephine cleans the counter top. As she scours the tiles, 
she notices Roach’s hole in the wall. 

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - DAY22 22

Roach stares at a diagram of the human brain illustrating a 
plan for infiltration, thinking over his next move. Behind 
him, Josephine’s enormous eye peers into his apartment. 

JOSEPHINE’S POV of Roach in his tiny apartment, standing in 
front of the diagram. Books are strewn over his kitchen 
table. 

Roach, sensing someone is watching, looks over to see 
Josephine. Startled, he jumps. 

INT. KITCHEN - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - DAY23 23

Josephine jumps back from the hole in the wall. She looks 
again, but sees only blackness. 

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - DAY24 24

Roach has closed the curtains at the hole. He gets back to 
work. 

EXT. NEW YORK CITY - NIGHT25 25

New York City skyline. 
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INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT26 26

Josephine practices scales on her accordion in front of her 
MUSIC STAND.

INT. LIVING ROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT27 27

Moe is glued to his TV, drinking beer. He turns up the volume 
to try to drown out Josephine’s playing. 

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT28 28

As Josephine plays, we hear Moe’s muffled, indecipherable 
yelling from the next room. 

INT. LIVING ROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT29 29

Moe swigs his beer. 

Fed up, he rises from his chair and storms into--

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT30 30

Moe bursts in on Josephine. Her accordion, strapped across 
the front of her body, croaks to a halt. 

Moe holds out his beer bottle. Josephine, not knowing what to 
think, takes it. 

BEAT

Moe opens his bottle opener like a switch blade and uses it 
to stab the bellows of Josephine’s instrument. In profile, it 
appears that Moe is stabbing her in the gut. 

The effect on Josephine is similar-- she slumps to the 
ground. Moe takes back his bottle as she goes down.  

Josephine lays on the ground with the accordion stretched 
across her torso. Her music stand falls, scattering sheet 
music over her. 

MOE
...squeeze box... 

INT. LIVING ROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT31 31

Moe settles back into his chair, opening another beer.
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ON TV
Watch closely now... you may want 
to mystify your friends... 

INT. ROACH’S APARTMENT - LATER32 32

Roach heads out with an improvised GRAPPLING HOOK in tow.

ON TV
DDT is absorbed through the feet 
and spreads throughout insect’s 
entire nervous system. The effect 
is disastrous. DDT seems to 
literally drive bugs crazy.  

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT33 33

Josephine attempts to fix her accordion. It’s hopelessly 
broken.

INT. JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT34 34

Moe, surrounded by empty beer bottles, sleeps on his easy 
chair. 

A grappling hook flies through the air and lands on Moe’s 
belly. Roach’s face pops up from behind the horizon of Moe’s 
enormous gut. 

Roach enters Moe’s nose. Moe’s eyes twitch and then open-- 
Roach is in control. 

Roach/Moe’s right arm, still holding a half-full beer bottle, 
involuntarily jerks up. Then his other arm. He rises to his 
feet and heads toward the --

BEDROOM35 35

As Josephine works on repairing her accordion, we see 
Roach/Moe bumbling toward her room.

He spots a mirror on the wall next to her door and stops. 

LIVING ROOM36 36

Roach/Moe practices a smile, and manages to lift both sides 
of his mouth up in a bizarre, unnatural grin. 
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Still holding the beer bottle, he strides awkward yet 
confident to the bedroom door. 

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT37 37

Sitting on the floor, Josephine fiddles with her accordion’s 
bellows. Two legs enter frame.

Josephine looks up at Roach/Moe:

Roach/Moe attempts to speak, producing a grotesque yapping 
sound. Josephine stares.

Roach/Moe realizes that her accordion is broken. Deeply 
concerned, he sits down beside her. She ignores him. 

Roach/Moe reaches toward Josephine-- she flinches. When she 
sees he is picking up a piece of sheet music, she relaxes. He 
hands it to her, and for a moment she sees something in him, 
and their eyes lock. 

Roach/Moe attempts to pick up other sheet music, only to 
spill beer all over the pages. 

She grabs pages, saving them from the beer. Roach/Moe just 
now noticing the beer bottle in his hand, tries to drop it-- 
succeeding only in spilling more beer all over Josephine’s 
sheet music. Finally, he manages to drop the bottle by 
unclenching one finger at a time. 

Roach/Moe looks back at her with an innocent smile. 

INT. LIVING ROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER38 38

Josephine throws Roach/Moe out of the bedroom. He staggers, 
knocking over several beer bottles. As they hit each other, 
they produce different notes. 

INT. BEDROOM - JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - SOON AFTER39 39

Josephine, drying off her sheet music, hears random clanking 
noises of various pitches. At first she is annoyed, but soon 
the clanking coalesces into a rendition of the tune she had 
played with the mysterious violinist. 

Recognizing the melody, she heads over to the doorway and 
finds:
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LIVING ROOM40 40

Roach/Moe sits on the floor with a number of beer bottles in 
front of him between his splayed out legs. He hits them with 
the bottle opener, perfectly capturing the melody.

Josephine stares, completely shocked.

Roach/Moe stands awkwardly and looks up at Josephine, smiling 
his goofy roach smile. 

He approaches her, looking into her eyes with love. Josephine  
peers into his eyes, as if she knows the roach is inside him. 

Josephine takes the tiny chocolate box out of her pocket and 
hands it to Roach/Moe. He takes it, and holds his hand out to 
caress Josephine on the cheek when suddenly--

SNEEZE! Right into Josephine’s face. Roach, shot from Moe’s 
nostril, splats onto the lens of Josephine’s glasses. 

As he slowly slides down the glass, Roach looks into 
Josephine’s eyes with a helpless, tender expression. She 
returns his gaze, confirming what she already suspected.  

Roach falls and lands amongst the beer bottles on the floor. 
He lays helplessly on his back. 

Josephine looks up at Moe, who has returned to his old self. 
Blood streams down from his nose. He looks at Josephine, then 
to the tiny heart-shaped box in his hand, and then down to 
Roach. Unable to withstand the damage to his brain, he 
collapses, falling right on top of Roach.  

Josephine gasps and runs to Moe’s side. She sees Roach’s 
antennae jutting out from beneath Moe’s arm. She lifts the 
arm, and picks up the injured Roach. 

She lifts Roach to eye level, looking for signs of life. 

Roach’s antennae sway in Josephine’s warm breath. Slowly, his 
eyes flutter open. He’s okay.

Josephine is overjoyed. They gaze into each other’s eyes. 

INT. JOSEPHINE’S APARTMENT - DAY41 41

CLOSE UP on Roach tuning his violin. Josephine sits on her 
chair, holding her accordion repaired with duct tape. 
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As they launch into a peppy duet, we float back out the 
window and over New York City.

FADE OUT.
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